
Higher York Rite Organizations 

There are several organizations that require membership in the York Rite and are by invitation only, listed 

below are a few of them. Some require membership in the Royal Arch; others require Masons to be 

Knight Templar. Some are on the same level as the 33 Degree in the Scottish Rite. These include: 

The York Rite Sovereign College of North America exists primarily to be of service to the 

York Rite of Freemasonry. Constituent colleges must declare fealty to the Grand Lodge of 

their respective jurisdictions. The prerequisite for membership, which is by invitation only, 

is good standing in all four York Rite bodies: Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery 

or Preceptory (Canada.) 

 

The Order of the Purple Cross of York, the highest honor of the College, is conferred upon 

those members of the College who have distinguished themselves by their service to 

humanity or to the Rite. The recipients are designated Associate Regents of the Sovereign 

College, and their ranks are chosen by the Regents or active members of that body. 

 

The Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests is an honorary and invitational organization 

with membership limitations and cannot be applied for. Members are selected and 

extended invitations based on outstanding performance as Commander of a Commandery 

of Knights Templar. The order has historic roots in England that trace back to 1786, with 

references back to 1686. The limit of Regular Members in a Tabernacle is 33. 

 

The Red Cross of Constantine is officially The Masonic and Military Order of the Red 

Cross of Constantine and the Orders of the Holy Sepulchre and St. John the Evangelist. 

Knights Companions of the Order meet in Conclaves of the Red Cross of Constantine 

and a member must be a Royal Arch Mason in good standing and subscribe to a belief in 

the Christian religion as revealed in the New Testament. 

https://redcrossconstantine.org/description/ 

 

The Allied Masonic Degrees (commonly abbreviated AMD) is an invitational, appendant 

body of Freemasonry that superintends several degrees that are not found within other 

orders in the United States. The organization focuses on Masonic philosophy, 

scholarships, and research. To qualify for membership, an individual must be a Royal 

Arch Mason in good standing and be invited to join a constituted Council under the 

jurisdiction of the Grand Council. https://www.alliedmasonicdegrees.org/emblem.htm 

 

 

https://yrscna.org/
https://redcrossconstantine.org/description/
https://www.alliedmasonicdegrees.org/emblem.htm

