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FUNERAL CEREMONY

MASTER: It is with the deepest regret that it again becomes
our duty to perform the last rites for one that has been near
and dear to us. And for the benefit of those of you to whom
the customs of the Masonic Fraternity are strange, let me
say, that . . .

From time immemorial it has been the custom among the
fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, at the request of a
Brother or his family, to accompany his remains to the place
of interment and there to leave them with the solemn
formalities of the Craft.

In conformity with this usage and in accordance with the duty
which we owe to our departed Brother, we have assembled
in the character of Masons to offer up to his memory, before
the world, the last tribute of our affection, thereby
demonstrating the sincerity of our past esteem for him and
our steadfast attachment to the principles of our beloved
institution.

The great Creator having been pleased, in His infinite
wisdom, to remove our Brother from the cares and troubles
of this transitory life, thereby severing another link in the
fraternal chain by which we are bound together, let us who
survive him be yet more strongly cemented by the ties of
brotherly love, in order that, during the brief space of time
allotted to us here, we may wisely and usefully employ our
time and, in the exchange of kind and friendly acts mutually
promote the welfare and happiness of each other.

Our Brother has reached the end of his earthly toils. The
brittle thread which bound him to earth has been severed



and the liberated spirit has winged its flight to that unknown
world. The silver cord is loosed; the golden bowl is broken;
the pitcher broken at the fountain and the wheel is broken at
the cistern. The dust is returning to the earth as it was and
the spirit has returned to God who gave it.

While we pay this fraternal tribute to his memory, let us not
forget that we, too, are mortal, and that our spirits, too, must
return to God who spoke them into existence.

“Man that is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.
He cometh forth as a flower and is cut down: He fleeth also
as a shadow and continueth not.” The Almighty fiat has
gone forth: “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,”
and that we are all subject to this decree, the daily
observation of our lives furnishes evidence not to be
forgotten.

Seeing then, that life is so uncertain and that all earthly
pursuits are vain, let us no longer postpone the all-important
concern of preparing for eternity. But let us embrace the
present moment while time and opportunity are offered to
provide against that great change when all the pomp and
pleasure of this fleeting world will fall upon the senses and
the recollection of a virtuous and well-spent life will yield the
only comfort and consolation. Thus we too shall be
prepared to enter in the presence of that all wise and
powerful judge, to whom the secrets of all hearts are known.
And on the great day of reckoning we may be able to give a
good account of our stewardship while here on earth.

Masons should ever remember in whom the put their trust.

Our Chaplain will lead us in prayer.



CHAPLAIN:  Almighty and Most Merciful Father, as it has
pleased Thee to take from us one dear to our hearts, we
beseech thee to bless and sanctify unto us this dispensation
of Thy providence.

Inspire our hearts with wisdom from on high, that we may
glorify thee in all our days. And when our toils on earth shall
have ended, may we be raised to the enjoyment of fadeless
light and immortal life in that kingdom where faith and hope
shall end in divine fulfillment.

And Thine, O Righteous Father, shall be the glory forever.
Amen.

MASTER: Our Brother has been raised in that blissful
lodge above which no time can close, but which shall remain
open throughout the boundless ages of eternity. In that
heavenly sanctuary, the mystic light unmingled with
darkness, shall reign unbroken and perpetual. There amid
the sunbeam, smiles of immutable love, under the benignant
bend of the all-seeing eye, in that temple, that house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, there may
Almighty God, in his infinite mercy, grant that we may finally
meet, to part no more.

(The apron is then taken from the casket and handed to the
S.W.)

S. W.: This lambskin apron is and emblem of innocence and
the peculiar badge of a Mason. It is more ancient than the
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle. More Honorable than the
Star and Garter, or any other order that earthly power can
confer. By it we are admonished that purity of thought and
conduct are essentially necessary to gaining admission into



that celestial lodge above where the Supreme Grand Master
of the Universe forever presides.

MASTER (or J. W.):  This evergreen is and emblem of our
enduring faith in the immortality of our soul, by it we are
reminded of our destiny beyond this world of mortal life and
that we have within us an imperishable part which can never,
never die, but our bodies are born to die and while the
embers of mortality are faintly glimmering in the socket of
their existence, the Holy Bible, that great light in Masonry,
removes the dark shroud of doubt, draws aside the sable
curtain of the tomb and bids hope and joy rise up to cheer
and sustain the departed spirit. It points beyond the grave to
the resurrection morn and bids us turn our eyes with hope
and confidence on the opening scenes of eternity.

(The Acacia is then dropped on the casket by 3 successive
movements.)

The Masonic service will be concluded at the cemetery.

(The following should be given now if the service is held only
at the chapel, otherwise at the graveside.)

MASTER: Unto its final resting place we consign the body
of our departed Brother. We shall ever cherish his memory
in our hearts and commend his spirit to Almighty God,
trustingly leaving him in the hands of that beneficent being
who has done all things well; who is glorious in His holiness,
wondrous in His power, and boundless in His goodness;
remembering that it should be our endeavor so to live that on
the great day of accounting, we too may be found worthy to
inherit the kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of
the world.



We extend to the bereaved relatives and friends of our
departed Brother our sincere sympathy in this their hour of
sorrow, and we pray that “He who tempers the wind to the
shorn lamb” will give them His divine comfort and
consolation and that they may be brought to realize that the
spirit of our Brother is happy in His Father's house where
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain, for the former things have
passed away.”

Soft-and-safe to thee, my Brother, by thy earthly bed, bright
and glorious be thy rising from it. Fragrant be the acacia
sprig that here shall flourish. May the earliest buds of spring
unfold their beauties o’er thy resting place and here may the
sweetness of the summer’s last rose linger longest. Though
the cold winds of autumn may lay them in the dust and for a
time destroy the loveliness of their existence, yet the
destruction is not final, and in the springtime they shall surely
bloom again.

So on the bright morning of the world’s resurrection, though
thy mortal frame be now laid in the dust by the chilling winds
of death, thy spirit shall spring into newness of life and
expand in immortal beauty in realms beyond the skies. Until
then dear Brother, until then — Farewell!

Our Chaplain will lead us in prayer.

CHAPLAIN:  Supreme Grand Master, Great Architect and
Ruler of the Universe, into thy loving care we commit the
soul of our departed brother. While his spirit enjoys immortal
happiness in that celestial lodge above, may the memory of
his many virtues, his love of family and friends and his



devotion to his fellowman remain with us always as an
inspiration toward more noble lives. Amen.

MASTER: May the Lord bless us and keep us; may the
Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious unto us,
may the Lord lift upon us the light of his countenance and
give us peace.

May the blessings of our Heavenly Father and the fellowship
of his Holy Spirit be and abide with us this day and forever
more. Amen.

This concludes the Masonic service.



