
Definitions of a few Words Used in Ritual 

Approbation: an act of approving formally or 

officially 

Brother: Members of a lodge who are bonded 

together through the ritual. These “brothers” 

know the ritual and use it as a guiding light in all 

aspects of their lives. The Charges give brothers 

the guiding principles to live by. 

Cable-tow: The cable tow is a rope used to 

symbolize being bound to the fraternity before a 

brother is bound by the obligation of a degree. 

After the obligation, it symbolizes the length or 

breath of one’s abilities. 

Calumny: Maliciously false charges to ruin a 

person’s reputation 

Charge: In Freemasonry, a Charge is an 

authoritative instruction, admonition, or advice 

given to a member regarding their duties, 

responsibilities, and moral conduct. It serves as a 

guiding principle for a Mason’s behavior both 

inside and outside the Lodge, ensuring they live 

uprightly and conform to the principles of the 

Craft. All masons should know the charges. 

Most masons will not learn charges because they 

believe the ritual to be an annoyance that 

interferes with socialization. 

Colloquy: a discussion at the door or at the 

several stations during the circumambulation 

with the candidate.  

Cornucopia: (the symbol on the Steward’s rods) 

A cornucopia, also known as a horn of plenty, is 

a curved, hollow goat’s horn or similarly shaped 

receptacle (such as a horn-shaped basket) that is 

overflowing, especially with fruit and 

vegetables.  

Diadem: Crown 

Eastern Potentate:  A powerful ruler 

Forty-seventh problem of Euclid: The sum of 

squares of the lengths of two shorter sides of a 

right triangle is equal to the square of the length 

of the hypotenuse. For example, a triangle with 

sides of 3, 4, and 5 inches. The squares of the 

lengths will be 9, 16, and 25 respectively. 

Observe 9 + 16 = 25. This is an especially 

important rule in mathematics and in the 

building arts. 

Great White Throne: Revelations 20:11-15. 

Where God set to cast judgment. 

Godhead: God or a greatly admired or influential 

person 

Hoodwinked: although hoodwinked can mean 

either to blindfold or deceive, the use in ritual 

means to blindfold 

Inclemency: severe drought or stormy. Not 

merciful. 

Inculcate: To teach and impress by frequent 

admonitions. 

Interposition: To place (oneself) between others 

or things. 

Interrogation: to ask (someone) questions in a 

thorough and often forceful way 

Mercenary: Somebody interested only in profit. 

Such as an employee who works only for 

personal gain. 

Occasioned: An occurrence or condition that 

caused something to happen 

Read: from middle English from old Norse that 

means to advise, counsel, persuade; discuss, 

deliberate; rule, guide; arrange, equip; forebode; 

Soliloquy: The act of talking to oneself, a poem, 

discourse, or utterance of a character in a 

drama that has the form of a monologue or 

gives the illusion of being a series of unspoken 

reflections 

Vicissitudes: Changes or alternations 

Vouched: assert, affirm, or attest 

Vouchsafe: to grant as a privilege or special 

favor 

Worshipful: British in origin. Showing 

veneration or distinction. The primary officer in 

a Masonic Lodge is the Master. Brothers show 

respect to the Master by placing the term 

Worshipful in front of it. The master of a Lodge 

should not refer to himself as Worshipful 

though. 
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Succoth was in a location of present-day Jordan. Zarthan was nearby. 

http://www.bible-history.com/geography/ancient-israel/ot/succoth.html1 

Kings 7:45&46   45and the pails and the shovels and the bowls; even all these 

utensils which Hiram made for King Solomon in the house of the LORD were of 

polished bronze. 46In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay 

ground between Succoth and Zarthan (also called Zeredathah in 2 

Chronicles 4:17). 

The Columns 

Tuscan: The Tuscan and Doric columns are thought of as sturdy and muscular.  The height is 7 times its 

diameter. 

Doric: Doric columns stand without a base. These columns 

have between 16 to 20 flutes. The columns can be tapered. 

Ionic: The Ionic is thought of as most feminine because of 

its slender style. The Ionic are stylized and represents 

flowing air. The Ionic columns are tapered with the height 

nine times the diameter.  The columns stand on the base.  

Corinthian: the most sophisticated column. These columns 

are used in banks and courthouses.  The height of the Corinthian is 10 times its diameter. 

Composite: The invention of concrete allowed for more flexibility in design so that Romans could combine 

the Corinthian and Ionic styles. 
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